MAHATMA

prayer offered from the bottom of their hearts". They were all kept
in Maritzburg jail where they were considerably harassed. Their
food was of the worst and they were given laundry work as their
jail task. No food was permitted to be given them from outside.
The women's imprisonment had its effect on the labourers of New-
castle. They struck work and entered the city in succeeding batches.
As soon as Gandhi received the news he left Phoenix for Newcastle.
The strikers brought quite a host of complaints to Gandhi. Their
lights and water were stopped and their household chattels were
thrown out. Notices to quit were given to many as they used to live
in tenements built by the owners. Some of them were even thrashed.
Gandhi's problem was not an easy one. Money had not yet started
coining from India. Indian traders were mortally afraid and not
at all ready to help the resisters publicly, as they had trading
relations with coal-owners. This time Gandhi did not even stay
with them. He stayed with a middle-class Tamilian Christian,
Mr. D. M. Lazarus, who owned a small plot of land and a house
consisting of two or three rooms. Gandhi's host belonged to a
family of indentured labourers and had deep sympathy for the
Indian miners. He not only sheltered Gandhi and the women
satyagrahis but devoted his all to the cause. His house now was
converted into a caravanserai. Men would come and go at all times
and the kitchen fire knew no rest day and night.
Gandhi told the labourers, that they should take it that their
strike was to last for all time and leave the quarters provided by their
masters. He even asked them to sell such of their goods as could find
a purchaser. The rest they should leave in their quarters. Gandhi
asked them to join him with nothing but their wearing apparel and
blankets. He promised to live and have his meals with them so long
as the strike lasted. Only on these conditions was he prepared to
lead them. Any intimidation was strictly discouraged.
All the workers joined Gandhi and there was a continuous stream
of "pilgrims" who "retired from household life to the houseless one33
along with their wives and children with bundles of clothes upon
their heads.